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ACADEMIC

APPOINTMENTS

2018 - Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Simon Fraser University
2013 - 2018 Assistant Professor, School of Economics, University of Sydney

AFFILIATIONS 2018 - Honorary Associate, School of Economics, University of Sydney
2016 - Research Affiliate, IZA
2015 - Faculty Affiliate, Charles Perkins Centre, Economics of Human Development
2014 - Research Fellow, ARC Centre of Excellence for Children and Families Over the Life Course
2014 - Faculty Affiliate, University of Sydney Institute of Criminology
2012 - 2013 Economics of Crime Graduate Research Fellow, NSF/NBER
2012 - 2013 Graduate Student Fellow, Broom Center for Demography, UCSB
2011 - 2013 Visiting Scholar, Institute for Research on Labor and Employment, UC Berkeley

DEGREES 2013 Ph.D. Economics, University of California Santa Barbara
2008 M.A. in Economics, University of Colorado Denver
2002 B.A. in Accounting and Finance, Loyola University New Orleans

RESEARCH FIELDS Applied Microeconomics: Crime, Labor, Health, Environmental

JOURNAL ARTICLES “Diversion in the Criminal Justice System” (2021), with Mike Mueller-Smith. Review of Economic Stud-
ies, 88(2): 883-936.

“Hanging Out with the Usual Suspects: Peer Effects and Recidivism” (2020), with Steve Billings. Ac-
cepted at the Journal of Human Resources.

“Life After Lead: Effects of Early Interventions for Children Exposed to Lead” (2018), with Steve Billings,
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 10(3): 315-344.

“Good Jobs and Recidivism” (2018), Economic Journal, 128(608): 447-469.

“The Value of a Healthy Home: Lead Paint Remediation and Housing Values” (2017), with Steve Billings,
Journal of Public Economics, 153: 69-81.

“Asymptotic Behavior of a t Test Robust to Cluster Heterogeneity” (2017), with Andrew Carter and Doug
Steigerwald, Review of Economics and Statistics, 99(4): 698-709.

“Economics of Incarceration” (2016), Australian Economic Review, 49(4): 515-523.

“Economic Adversity and Crime: Old Theories and New Evidence” (2015), with Don Weatherburn,
Australian Journal of Social Issues (Special 50th Anniversary Edition), 50(1): 89-106.

“College Football and Crime” (2009), with Dan Rees, Journal of Sports Economics, 10(1): 68-87.

WORKING PAPERS “Opioid Use, Health and Crime: Insights from a Rapid Reduction in Heroin Supply” (2021), with Tim
Moore. NBER Working Paper No. 28848.

WORKS IN PROGRESS “Paid too soon: Monthly assistance payments and crime in Vancouver”, with Hamza Abdelrahman.

“Environmental Cleanups and Residential Mobility: A national evaluation of HUD’s Lead Hazard Con-
trol program”, with Steve Billings and Ludovica Gazze.

https://academic.oup.com/restud/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/restud/rdaa030/5856753
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/early/2020/10/02/jhr.58.1.0819-10353R2.abstract
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20160056&&from=f
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ecoj.12415/abstract
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2017.07.006
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/REST_a_00639#.WFsF37Fh3Vp
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-8462.12187/abstract
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=092125540316272;res=IELHSS
http://jse.sagepub.com/content/10/1/68.abstract
https://www.nber.org/papers/w28848
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“Drinking Water Contaminants and Infant Health”, with Katie Grooms and Heather Royer.

“Early life health investment and childhood development: Evidence from special care nursery assign-
ment in Australia’s Northern Territory”, with Steve Guthridge and Stefanie Schurer.

“Federal Bans from the Food Stamps Program for Felony Drug Offenders”, with Mike Mueller-Smith

REPORTS, POLICY

BRIEFS, & OP-EDS

“Second chance: the social benefits of diversion in the criminal justice system” (2021), Microeconomic
Insights.

“COVID-19 Testing in State Prisons” (2021), Washington D.C.: Council on Criminal Justice.

“COVID-19 in U.S. State and Federal Prisons” (2020), Washington D.C.: Council on Criminal Justice.

“COVID-19 in U.S. State and Federal Prisons: December 2020 Update” (2020), Washington D.C.: Coun-
cil on Criminal Justice.

“Do post-prison job opportunities reduce reoffending?” (2017), IZA World of Labor, 399. (IZA Opinions
commentary)

EXTERNAL GRANTS “Emulating target trials with big data to strengthen the evidence base for the clinical management of
opioid use disorder ” (2021), with Bohdan Nosyk (PI), Hitoshi Shigeoka and several others, funded by
the U.S. National Institute of Health (NIH)

“Drinking Water Contaminants and Infant Health” (2019), with Heather Royer and Katherine Grooms,
funded by the U.S. National Institute of Health (NIH)

“National Evaluation of the Housing and Neighborhood Impact of the HUD Lead-Based Paint Haz-
ard Control Program, 1993-2016” (2017), with Steve Billings, Ludovica Gazze, and Micheal Greenstone
funded by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development

“The Altruism of the Arts Customer” (2016), with Bob Slonim and Agnieszka Tymula, funded by a Aus-
tralian Research Council Linkage Grant

“Improving the Developmental Outcomes of Northern Territory Children: A Datalinkage Study to In-
form Policy and Practice in Health, Family Services and Education” (2015), with Stefanie Schurer and
many others, funded by the National Health and Medical Research Council of Australia

“Local Labor Market Opportunities and Recidivism Among Paroled Offenders in California” (2011),
funded jointly by the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics and the American Statistical Association

RESEARCH SEMINARS 2021: Centre for Economic Performance (LSE) Policing and Crime Workshop (virtual) 2020: Online
Economics of Crime Seminar; University of Victoria. 2019: San Diego State University; University of
Manitoba; Clemson University. 2018: Western Washington University; University of Technology Syd-
ney; University of Tokyo; Simon Fraser University; UCLA (Public Policy); Claremont McKenna Col-
lege. 2017: University of California Merced; University of Western Australia; IZA Institute of Labor
Economics (Bonn, Germany); Exeter University; Bristol University; National University Ireland Gal-
way; Stirling University (Scotland); Queens University Belfast; University of Oregon; University Col-
lege Dublin. 2016: American University (School of Public Affairs); University of Virginia (Frank Batten
School of Leadership and Public Policy); Cornell University (Dept. of Policy Analysis & Management);
Monash University (Centre for Health Economics); Victoria University Wellington; Oregon State Uni-
versity; University of Oregon; University of Chicago Crime Lab New York; Charles Darwin University
(Menzies School). 2015: University of Melbourne; Australia National University. 2014: University of
Colorado Denver; University of North Carolina Charlotte; University of Wollongong. 2013: Univer-
sity of New South Wales; University of Technology Sydney; University of California Berkeley; Montana
State University; Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), Loyola Marymount University;
RAND Corporation (Santa Monica); Uppsala University; Copenhagen Business School; The University
of Sydney; Victoria University Wellington.

https://microeconomicinsights.org/second-chance-the-social-benefits-of-diversion-in-the-criminal-justice-system/
https://covid19.counciloncj.org/2021/04/01/covid-19-testing-in-state-prisons/
https://covid19.counciloncj.org/2020/09/02/covid-19-and-prisons/
https://covid19.counciloncj.org/2020/12/06/impact-report-covid-19-and-prisons/
https://wol.iza.org/uploads/articles/399/pdfs/do-post-prison-job-opportunities-reduce-recidivism.pdf?v=1
https://wol.iza.org/opinions/can-jobs-reduce-recidivism
https://wol.iza.org/opinions/can-jobs-reduce-recidivism
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CONFERENCE

PRESENTATIONS

2020: Southern Economic Association Annual Conference. 2019: University of Chicago and London
School of Economics Conference on the Economics of Crime and Justice; Keynote speaker for the Ap-
plied Research in Crime and Justice 2019 Conference (NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research).
2018: NBER Summer Institute (Health Economics); Workshop on “Prison conditions, labor markets,
and recidivism” (Bologna). 2017: Workshop on Natural Experiments (Deakin University); Asian and
Australian Association of Labor Economics Inaugural Conference (Canberra); Association for Public
Policy Analysis & Management Annual Fall Research Conference (Chicago); Labour and Economet-
rics Workshop (Auckland); European Society of Population Economics Annual Conference (Glasgow);
Conference on Risk and Risky Behavior (Copenhagen); ASSA Annual Meeting (by co-authors, Chicago).
2016: NBER Summer Institute (by co-author, Economics of Crime Working Group, Cambridge MA);
Southern Economic Association Annual Conference (Washington DC); Annual Conference on Empiri-
cal Legal Studies (Duke); Australasia Meeting of the Econometric Society (Sydney); University of Sydney
/ University of Geneva Life Course Centre Workshop (Geneva); Workshop on the Economics of Health
and Wellbeing (Melbourne). 2015: NBER Summer Institute (Economics of Crime/Labor Studies, Cam-
bridge MA); SOLE / EALE World Conference (Montreal); Southern Economic Association Annual Con-
ference (New Orleans); Western Economic Association International Conference (Honolulu); Western
Economic Association International Pacific Rim Conference (Wellington NZ); The Applied Research in
Crime and Justice Conference (Sydney). 2014: Southern Economic Association Annual Conference (At-
lanta); Workshop on Upward Mobility (Sydney); Labour and Econometrics Workshop (Dunedin NZ);
Transpacific Labor Seminar (Sydney). 2013: Population Association of America (New Orleans); Society
of Labor Economics (Boston).

AWARDS University of Sydney SOAR Fellowship (2018, 2019); University of Sydney Dean’s Commendation for
Excellence in Teaching (2015, 2016); School of Economics Award for Teaching Excellence (2014); UCSB
Affiliates Graduate Dissertation Fellowship (2011); UCSB Economics Department Outstanding Teach-
ing Assistant Award (2011); UCSB Regents Special Fellowship (2008-2013); UCSB Andron Departmental
Fellowship (2008); University of Colorado Denver Woodbridge Scholarship (2007); John X. Wegmann
Award for Most Outstanding Graduating Senior at Loyola University New Orleans (2002); Wall Street
Journal Award for Most Outstanding Finance Graduate at Loyola University New Orleans (2002).

TEACHING

EXPERIENCE

Instructor: Data Visualization and Economic Analysis (SFU), MA Econometrics I (SFU), Economics of
Crime (SFU, Sydney), Applied Microeconomics Honours (Sydney); Law and Economics (Sydney); Eco-
nomic Analysis of Law and Public Policy (Masters of Economics, Sydney); Applied Microeconomics
(AEA Minority Scholarship Program); Introductory Stata Workshop (UCSB); Principles of Macroeco-
nomics (CU Denver); Economic Principles (Adams State Prison College Program).

Assistant: Ph.D. Econometrics (UCSB); Graduate (M.A.) Econometrics (UCSB); Undergraduate Econo-
metrics (UCSB); The Geography of Surfing (UCSB); Development Economics (UCSB); Data Research
and Methodology (CU Denver).

PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE

Referee: American Economic Review; Quarterly Journal of Economics; American Economic Journal:
Applied Economics; American Economic Journal: Economic Policy; Review of Economics and Statis-
tics; Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS); Economic Journal; Journal of Public
Economics; Journal of Health Economics; Journal of Human Resources; Journal of the Association of
Environmental and Resource Economists; Journal of Policy Analysis and Management; Economica;
Economics of Education Review; Labour Economics; Health Economics; Economic Inquiry; Journal
of Sports Economics; Southern Economic Review; Contemporary Economic Policy; Bulletin of Eco-
nomic Research; Economic Record; Economic Papers; Criminology; Journal of Quantitative Criminol-
ogy; Journal of Research in Crime & Delinquency .

University Service: Department of Economics Appointments Committee (SFU, 2020-2021); Depart-
ment of Economics Tenure and Promotions Committee (SFU, 2019-2020); Department of Economics
Chair Search Committee (SFU, 2019); Department of Economics External Seminar Coordinator (SFU,
2018-2019); Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Social Inclusion committee member (Sydney); Life
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Course Centre External Seminar Coordinator (Sydney); School of Economics External Seminar Coordi-
nator (Sydney, 2014-2015).

Other: Member of the Criminal Justice Expert Panel (jointly produced by the Justice Tech Lab at Texas
A&M University and the Public Safety Lab at New York University); Reviewer for Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Insight Grant Program; Programming committee
member for the 2019 Conference on Empirical Legal Studies (CELS); Expert Reviewer of National Sci-
ence Foundation proposals; Detailed Assessor for applications under the Australian Research Council’s
National Competitive Grants Program; Social Interventions Portfolio Committee Member for the Aus-
tralian Research Council’s Life Course Centre; Member Center for Health Economics & Policy Studies
(CHEPS) Advisory Board at San Diego State University; Consultations as an academic expert with the
New South Wales Department of Premier and Cabinet; External member of interview committee for
the New South Wales Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research.

http://cheps.sdsu.edu/board.html
http://cheps.sdsu.edu/board.html

